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“Table Games” by Sarah Kay
1) Guessing Game: Which Lines Belong to the Poem?
Below you find several lines. Some are from the poem, some are not.
Work with your partner: Tick (x) the ones you think appear in the poem.
1. “You crack me up.” ☐
2. “That’s a sharp observation.” ☐
3. “Food always tastes more delicious when you feel victorious.” ☐
4. “Love is a puzzle I can’t solve.” ☐
5. “I guess I was more disposable than I thought.” ☐
6. “Let’s roll the dice and hope for the best.” ☐
7. “Who will I race to impress with my banter?” ☐

2) First Listening
Just listen.
After the poem, write three words/feelings that describe your first impression:
1. ____________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________________

3) Second Listening: Guiding Questions
While listening again, think about the questions below.
Afterwards, write short notes for each.
1. How does the mood change from beginning to end?
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2. Which line or image stands out to you? Why? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which puns do you hear, and what objects are they connected to?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why do you think Kay uses puns in this poem?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Create Your Own Table Puns
Sarah Kay uses objects on the table to make puns (e.g.,
“You crack me up” → pepper grinder,
“That’s a sharp observation” → knife).
Your task:
1. Look around your table or classroom for objects.
2. Choose 2–3 objects.
3. Create a pun for each object and write it below.
4. Work in pairs. 
Example:
Object: eraser → Pun: “Let’s erase that mistake and start again.”
My Puns
1. Object: __________________ → Pun: ______________________________________
2. Object: __________________ → Pun: ______________________________________
3. Object: __________________ → Pun: ______________________________________

If you want, you can share one of your puns with the class. Others will guess the object!
