Useful Phrases/Vocabulary
	Word / Phrase
	Meaning

	Middle Passage
	The transatlantic sea journey that forcibly transported enslaved Africans to the Americas. It was marked by extreme overcrowding, violence, and disease, leading to immense suffering and high mortality.

	Bloodline
	Your family line; relatives from the past to now.

	Ancestry / Ancestors
	The people who lived before you in your family.

	Legacy
	Something passed down from earlier generations (culture, history, beliefs).

	Harriet Tubman
	A Black American abolitionist (people who wanted to abolish slavery) who escaped slavery and helped enslaved people reach freedom through the Underground Railroad (secret network of helpers, safe houses and routes that assisted enslaved people in escaping).

	Hip hop
	A cultural movement and music genre that began in the Bronx, New York, in the 1970s. It includes rapping (MCing), DJing, breakdancing, and graffiti, and is often used to express identity, resistance, and social issues.

	Freestyle
	Speaking/performing without having written it first; improvised.

	Underground
	Not commercial; not mainstream; more authentic/local.

	Blues
	A musical style from the American South, linked to Black history and suffering.

	Mississippi Delta
	Place in the USA where blues music began. History of racial violence.

	MC (Master of Ceremony)
	A rapper who performs to the crowd.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Boris Rogers: “DNA after Kendrick Lamar”

Who am I?
I am so thick with my ancestors' accent that I spit Middle Passage saltwater passages till I'm dehydrated. Till I feel faded like I stepped off the boat, looked at the new world, looked at my folk and said, "Hey, look y’all, we made it." Like getting here was a choice. Like we had the option to work or die. Like I had the option to take slave wages or take 12 gauges to my torso.
Like my bloodline decided that the only way we was going to survive is they use black hands to snatch white cotton until they turn blood red — you know, doing what was necessary.
I am necessary.
I am black soul with pull like a black hole. Electrofunk spectacular. Back slip into oblivion. I'm ice cold. I am classic good.
I got heaven buried in my DNA.
I got Harriet Tubman ready to human traffic my loved ones out the prison system in my DNA.
All gas, no brakes till we break the chains and set loose the shackles in my DNA.
I got drums and thump in my DNA.
I got blues in my DNA.
Mississippi Delta mud holding the stories of black men murdered for a song in my DNA.
I got pulpit prophets spitting sin and gospel.
When you address me, make sure you put God in my title.
I am a freestyle.
I am off the dome.
I am the old school resurrector.
I'm a tape tape tape tape tape.
Listen — you can hear the drums and thumps of the railroad chains of the railroad gang of the underground sound. They call that hip hop.
I am living in a 50-year-old culture where break dance and crayon can, a DJ’s hands and an MC can conduct a whole night that crosses an ocean.
I am imagination.
I'm a father and I exist and I'm here.
I am a brother.
I'm a husband.
I'm a black man experiencing America.
I'm a black man experiencing America.
Surviving it. Surviving it. Surviving it

Poem used here with permission of the author. 
DNA
	History
	Culture
	Personal roles
	Values

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Your DNA?
	History
	Culture
	Personal roles
	Values

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





