WORKSHEET A: THE LINGUIST
Focus: The Words & The Rhythm
1. The "Mother’s Trick": At the beginning, Phil Kaye mentions a trick his mother taught him. Listen carefully and fill in the missing words: "If you repeat something over and over again, it loses its _______________."
2. Intentional Repetition: Phil Kaye repeats certain words intentionally to make them sound meaningless. List two words he repeats in the first half of the poem. 
· Word 1: _____________________
· Word 2: _____________________
3. The Shift: Later in the poem, the repetition changes. It is no longer a trick, but a stutter.
· How do the words sound now? (Circle the correct options):
· Smooth / Stuck
· Meaningless / Too heavy
· Fast / Struggling
4. The Last Line: Listen closely to the very end. He repeats "I love you" again.
· Does he succeed in saying it clearly at the end? [ ] Yes / [ ] No
· How is this "I love you" different from the "I love you" in the middle of the poem? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


WORKSHEET B: THE PERFORMER
Focus: Voice, Body & Delivery
1. Speed and Pace Spoken Word poets use speed to control the audience's attention.
· The beginning: When he lists "homework" and "waking up", is his pace: [ ] Very slow and dramatic OR [ ] Fast and rhythmic?
· The middle: When he starts talking about "The Stutter", what happens to his speed?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Volume and Silence
· Where does he get quiet? Why do you think he whispers or speaks softly there?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Pauses: Notice when he stops speaking completely. What is the audience doing during these silences? (e.g., laughing, holding their breath?)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Body Language Watch his hands and face.
· Hand Gestures: Describe one specific hand movement he makes. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Facial Expression: How does his face look when he is "stuttering"? Does it look easy or painful?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WORKSHEET C: THE STORYTELLER
Focus: Imagery, Metaphor & Story
1. The Timeline Put these three events in the correct chronological order (1, 2, 3) as they appear in his story: [ ] He develops a stutter. [ ] His parents divorce. [ ] His mother teaches him a trick about repetition.
2. Metaphors (Images in your head) Phil Kaye uses comparisons to describe his feelings. Explain what he means by these images:
· "The Astronaut": When his parents argued, he felt like an astronaut "jettisoned from the shuttle."
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· "No Gravity": When he came back home, there was "no gravity."
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Irony The poem is built on a big contrast.
· Part 1 (The Trick): He tries to repeat words to make them lose meaning.
· Part 2 (The Stutter): When he stutters, do the words have less meaning or more meaning? Circle the correct answer! 
· Quote: "You can feel the ____________ of every word drag itself up your throat."
4. Summary In one sentence: What is the main realization the poet has about words and pain? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

